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Thud ay trong cung dién Ngoc Hoang c6 mot ba ndu an tuyét khéo.
Tir bita dn hang ngay dén nhiing yén tiéc linh dinh ba déu nau
ngon lanh, ntrc tiéng. Ba dugc Ngoc Hoang phong chire dau bép
chinh va trong nom ca may trim nguoi nau bép trong cung dién.

Co diéu la ré‘mg: Ba tu tay ché bién ra du cac mon cao lvong, mi vi
trong cung nhung ba khong bao gi¢ an cac thirc an sang trong do.
Khong phai ba khong biét thudng thuc, cing khong phai luat triéu
dinh ciAm doan, ma chi vi cai tinh, cai nét cua ba quen thé. Hang
ngay, ba th01 niéu com gao ham an voi mudi vimg, va bat canh
rau ngét ndu suéng ma ba van thay ngon, mic nhing ai diia bac,
chén vang.



Mot toa thién trii 1a bép clia nha trdi, ca trim ngudi mdi ngudi mdi
viéc. Nguoi thi khuan gd trén rimg vé, ngudi thi ra sirc bo cui.
Trong s6 ngudi bd cui c6 mot ong 1o tuy di cé tudi nhung con
khée, lam viéc lai siéng nang, can than.

Ba dau bép trong 6ng ldo hay lam. Thinh thoang ba lai ldy com,
rugu, thit dem cho 6ng lao an.

Mot ngay kia, trén dién Ngoc Hoang c6 dai tiéc. Trong cung,
khach nha troi ra vao tap nédp, nhirng ban ti¢c linh dinh, bon phia
dan séo vang lung.

Ong ldo da bd xong mdt ganh cui, tdm sach cho ca dan ngua cua
khach. Cong viéc vira xong, 6ng ldo thdy thim mét, va lai bung
cling doi con cao, 6ng nghi gia nhu luc ndy dugce ba dau bép dem
thure an ra cho thi hay qua.
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Cho mai, khong thay ba diu bép dén, ong 130 10 do ra, vira di vira
than thd. Ba dau bép nghe thay tiéng 6ng than thd voi hot hoang
kéu Ién:

— Troi oi! Yén tiéc dang linh dinh thé nay, sao ong lai vao
day! Ong khong biét sg a!

— C6 cai gi an khong? Doi thi chang biét so!

— Vao day! Vao day!

Ba kéo ong 130 vao gian nha bép, cho 6ng ngodi vao mot goc va noi:

— Ong an tam bat com nay, khong dugc d€ ai nhin thay, co
ban xong xudi ong s¢ duoc an tha ctra.

ROi ba lai x4ach thém mot ndm rugu chi danh cho khach quy dua
cho 6ng udng rdi ba tat tudi di.



Ong 130 nghe lo1 ba dau bép boi 6ng biét thé thirc va thir bac trén
thién dinh 1 rat nghiém. Ong hép mot hoi hét chén ruou ngon.
Ubng ruou xong, 6ng nhin thdy trudc mit san sat nhiing mam bac,
nhitng bat xao néu thom nirc miii. Ong bén mod ra mam cd, bdc
mdi bat mot miéng dé an.

Mot loang, 6ng di an no kénh bung. Ong ldo trd lai cai goc toi,
ngoi phudn ra ngu.



Ngoc Hoang 1a ngudi rat ky tinh, khong co céi gi 1a lot qua mat
ong dugc. Bira tiéc bat dau, cdc mam co dugc lan luot dua 1én.
Ngoc Hoang vira don, moi khach vira dé mat xem mam bat thé
nao.

Ngoc Hoang thay trén mam c6 nhiéu bat x6 1éch, cac bat dia thirc
an déu bi khuyét nhu c6 ban tay khoang vao boc ném.

Ti€c tan, quan khach ra vé hét. Ngoc Hoang goi tat ca cac quan
hau va gia nhan lai tra hoi:

—  Ai d4 tho tay vao bbc ném thirc an?
— Bam, chung con khong biét a!

— Khong dira ndo biét thi tit ca chiing may phai chiu phat.
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Gitra luc ay, ong 130 bo cui ¢ trong x6 bép chui ra noi:

— Xin Ngoc Hoang dung bat tdi ai. To61 méi 1a nguoi cd toi,
to61 da boc thuc an, lai udng ca rugu nira.

Tiéng quat dong troi ciia Ngoc Hoang:

—  Pao phu, dao pha dau! Chit dau thang nay!
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Pung luc 4y, ba dau bép quy xudng, chap tay:

— Toi & toi ca. Toi da cho lao an, 130 udng...

Roi Ngoc Hoang day ba dau bép va ong ldo bd cui xudng dudi
tran, bat hai nguoi bién thanh hai cai choi. Ba dau bép thanh cai
chdi lta quét tude trong nha, con dng 130 b cui biét thanh cai chdi
xé phai chiu mua, chiu niang ngoai troi.
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Cudi nam Ay, c6 ong vua bép tau voi Ngoc Hoang rang & dudi tran
d6n thoi 1a choi lba, choi xé ngay Tét hay la liém an vung. Ngoc
Hoang bén 1énh cho chéi lta, choi xé dugc nghi quét ba ngay Tét
dé tranh tiéng ay.

Cau chuyén that 12 nhu thé nhung ngudi doi sau hiéu sai nén sinh

ra phong tuc khong quét nha, quét san ngay Tét vi s¢ tién bac cua
cai s€ chay ra khoi nha.
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